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Almost half a century was to go by before the Dutch were
able to take this matter up seriously. During that period they
had been much too busy taking the Spice Islands away from the
Portuguese to do anything else. But during the middle of the
seventeenth century, when they had conquered the greater part
of the Indian Archipelago, they bethought themselves of what
Linschoten had written in his Itinerary about the unknown
Southland, and decided to equip a fleet, that this problem about
the unknown Southern Continent might be solved once and for
all. For the mysterious Southland had again forced itself upon
the attention of the European geographers, and people were
getting impatient to know what the real truth might be.

In the year 1503 a Frenchman, who was supposed to be bound
for the Indies, had been blown out of his way and had reported
that he had set foot on Terra Australis Incognita. It seems very
unlikely that he had ever done anything of the sort. From his
descriptions we rather suspect that he had only visited Madagas-
car. The existence of this island, by name at least, had been
known to Europe ever since the days of Marco Polo, who in his
travels had mentioned a country called " Madeigascar " which
was supposed to be a part of Africa. In the year 1500 a Portu-
guese, Diogo Diaz, also bound for the Indies and also blown out
of his course, had seen the coasts of a new island which un-
doubtedly had been Polo's Madagascar.

Thirty years later still another Frenchman, Guillaume le
Testu, also put in his claim that he had reached the unknown
Southland. Modern historical research, however, is not willing
to support him, although it is difficult to decide where exactly
he had been. But the ever alert geographers had not allowed
these disjointed scraps of information to go by unnoticed, and
when, in 1597* the Dutchman Wytfliet published his geography
he definitely stated that the Terra Australis Incognita was
situated due south of New Guinea and separated from the
latter by a wide strait (correct!), that it was situated two or three
degrees from the equator (fairly correct 1), and that it was so